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Fire claims
old facto
during EPA
cleanup

" By Meledy McDenald

TRIBUNE STAF? WRITER

. A segment of the Chicago Tran-
sit Authority's Green Line "L"
. was shut down for almoat an hour
- .Monday afternoon after a blaze
wmm inside an abandoned fac-

.'tory full of chemicals.

% Officials at tha scene said seven

3 eight contractors hived by the

.8. Environmental Protection

lating Inc., 2808 W. Lake St,
. leaning up hazardons materials
""vhan the fire broke out. The EPA
d declared the factory a Super-

. cleanup site.

’gmd Two EPA workers wers trans-
ported to Bethany Hospitai to be
examinad, s representative for the

)Chlmgo Fire Department said.

-7y, “This lhln[ went up in a matter
of minttes,” sald Brad Stimple, an

- én-scene coordinator with the
‘energancy response branch of the

" EPA. “The electricity was off, but

~with these old buildings you

" ' ‘never know.”
-+ Firefighters spent the aftermoon
xtinguishing the blaze and gut-
rtu the abandoned building, lesv-
. “* ing only g:rmd timbers standing

Officiale said the fire was
"ireported about noon by contrac-
1 dors in the bullding. Flrefighters
+ jrrived on the soene about 5 min-
- “yutes later and sent out s Lavel
' {Dme hazardous material alert and
-+ Yordered the CTA to halt service
on its Green Line “L,” which runs
"' :ndirectly over the buliding.
‘i For about 30 minutes, trains
.swere turned back west at Pulaski
+ "ARoad and east at Ashland Averaue,
vwiile & shuttle bus transpo: (ed
. . people between the two stations,
"1 said JefY Stern, spokesman for the
CTA. The statton at California
- wAvenne was closed and didn't res-
\rmye power until 45 pm, Stern
sty said
e In sddlition, tire officials
wrerouted traffic at the intersaction
« =iaf Lake Street and California Ave-
:mue for most of the aflernoon.
The fire was styuck about 1:30
_spm., but ihe hazardous materials
. glert wasn't secared untll 2:10
. p-m., fire officials sald.
. -+ Officials said the accident ts
~~gtill under investigation and
. viaren’t commenting on what
cutarted the blazs,
Stimple, however, sald the “poss)-
(hility axists™ that the accident was
;. gausad by his workers who wer
--sampling and identifying wasre
-.materials at the time of the accl-

.dent,
Stimple ssid the bulldlnn
owner Frank Moschisno, dled in

y. 1#aving behind steel tanks of

meln. solutions, heavy metals,

acids, cyanide and caustics, He

: Y 'sald the EPA startsd the cleanup

. ,.Joh estimated at $400,000, on Oct.
13

“We were here to clean it up,
and we have to clean it up,” Stim-
ple sald. "“This actually may have
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Michael Flanagan shows off the new:shoas he pought for his
canceled Senate campalgn at a Monday news confersnce.

Flanagan out of Senate race

Michael Flanagan toppled the of Didrickson's candidacy, said
powerful Dan Rostenkowski Flanagan, 34, was the “party
when he went one-on-one with endoraemen of her thsat fol-
the beleasue;ed v tttea) yet cernd wlabt bohing |t
eran to win his con,vessional With wealthy Inverness siata.
seat, tut Monday he sald he gen: Peter l‘#tzgarlld abia to
couldn't take an two candidates hgnkrotl his candidacy and Did-
in a 1J.S. Senate Republlcan picksan the beneficlary of'-GOP
primary. partv raenurces, Flanagan sald

“What was a two-man race, “garnering support for my. own
ane 1 fell confident I could win, candidacy would be difficult”
has become a three-person con- Just 8 week before he planned
tast,” sald Flanagan, who said g make hla omnlal cempaign
It was Illlnols Comyiroller anrounce t, Flanagan ingtead
Loleta Didrickson's decislon {ound m#,”r holding a news
last week fo enter the contest a°reliabbid’ Woet'

that made him give up Loop ofice bumm'a-.tg. oficially -

L/ The mast formtdable aspect announce hia nonqndld_uy. \
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For the first ‘ime in -
decade, the Chicagn Huu~:
Authnrlty will be able to rely
ong of the management tools o
sidered ssseial by most bu
nesses and QOVEMNMEN ai agenc
Financia) records that aciun
reality.

That was the conclusion of
audit released Monday by an in
pendant nwoununz fi'm, Delo:
& To ~0f the agency's s
year ending Dec. 31, (996, wi.
ahowed that CHA's finsnclal bex
are “clean” and accurate a.
years of sloppy and question
record:|

In another housing cevelopmy
President Clinton {s 2xpected
sign legistation this week that :

require landlords who are ren
lng their Section B cer'racts
charge market-rate rents, a m
that should save the federai g
ernmant $1.8 billion over five ye
because many owners had char;
higher rents. The bill renews ex
{ng contracts for one year.

Cleaning up lts accounting
tices was one of the firsc ygo
established by the current U
adminjstration when the *

t of Housiny and Url
Development took control of
troubled agency in late spring 1
a tagk mdst of the leaders)
sxpected to take well over ¢
years to accomplish, In the p:
outlido nudtum tssued “discla

s

halped a little."
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